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MAYDAY POSTER from TEHRAN LIBERATION CROUP 
“rtff FREEING OF THE WORKERS IS THE " 


While western governments flap 
iiroun<l atirring up Apocalyptic scares 
about the final outcome of events in 
Iran, the Tehran government con¬ 
tinues its attempts to consolidate its 
power. Like the establishment of any 
Glorious Revolution It is taking full 
advantage of its control of the media, 
but the people at the sharp end aren't 
that gullible, Thfrre^s little point in 
detailed analysis of internationai 
"diplomacy '^ the various interests 
are obvious enough. The internal sit¬ 
uation is more interestti^. 

The mood In Tehran, if such a 
generalisation has any meaning, Is of 
tiredness and increasing irritation. 

The people made a revoLution, by str¬ 
ike^ sabotage and massed protest in 
the face of one of the greatest concen¬ 
trations of m illtary powe r in the world. 
They had no clear idea of what they 
wanted^ beyond vague ideas of freedom 
and eq[uaiity« Because of their cultural 
traditions, for many these aspirations 
were expressed in Islamic terms. And 
they made the same tragic mu^take 
that so man^ other people have made 
so many times before,They channeled 
their hopes through leaders^The sym¬ 
bol of it all became the severe, unben¬ 
ding image of KhemeinLNow they 
have the fuU b^Jiefit of that severity 
and rigidity» 

The economy is generally in a mess. 
There are widespread shortages of 
even essentials like bread. The gov¬ 
ernment keeps saying that they are 
going to do something about it and 
regulate the price but it seems to 
make little difference.Consixner 
goods are m Increasingly short sup¬ 
ply and prices are rising fast. Unem^ 
pioymcDt is already high, and rising. 
People are afraid to take their hol¬ 
idays, in case the ^ob has disappear 
red when they get back.Many supp¬ 
lement their income by small scale 
trading, cigarettes^ newspapers^ pos¬ 
ters, gadgets, anything mall,and 
saleable^ hawked from car to car at 
tralfte lights or from makeshift stalls 
at the roadside. (The government is 
moving to ban these in response to 
pressure from 'legitimate* shopkeep¬ 
ers). The basis of economic activity 
is still oil, but production of this is 
down.Much of the ejctraction mach¬ 


inery is virtually unusable after its 
long idlemess and the rest is only 
kept going by cannibalism. 

The ^oci^ atmosphere is also dep¬ 
ressing. Music is banned from the 
padio, tike TV is full of boring propa^. 
ajida and speeches,Cabaret perform 
ances are banned (^corrupt on earth* 
is the blanket phrase).Alcohol is pro¬ 
hibited, but fairly easy to find. Some 


of the heme-brewed vodka is pretty 
fearsome^ but there ^s even smuggled 
whisky, at a price* There is even 
'Islamic Beer\(without ateohol^of 
course^ awful stuff)Opium addiction ia 
becoming a major problem^ All the 
self-appointed moralists are having 
a field day. 

The position of women is <^fcer- 
ioratlng. Apologists for the new aye- 
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piii make great play wltti a couple 
pf auppoaed fitatemente by the pro¬ 
phet giving them equal or superior 
fitatus to men^ These are contrated 
^ith dreadful comitienLs by sexist 
ihriJstianS;, hindus or whatever, to 
temoastrate tbe superiority of Islam. 
It ts true that mai^y of the worsl soc¬ 
ial customs were added later, veils 
so on. But it is precisely this 
later version of Islam that these peo¬ 
ple are pushing.Many women are 
convinced that the revolution is giv¬ 
ing them freedom .Members of the 
Mojahedifi scuttle about in tneir 
^hadoors like vengeful Daleks, wavii^f 
their machine gims and chanting anti- 
imperialLsl slogans. Me an wnile, Uie 
Imam draws up lists of rules about 
When they are unclean^ And tne laws 

i re steadily altered to discriminate 
gainst them in divorce, in property 

J tc.lt is widely accepted that they 
^Lil soon not tie allowed to hold jobs. 
The official presentation is all 
about the Glorious Island ic Revolution 
and how so many countries support it, 
somewhat enviously, apparently .Mean¬ 
while the na-sty Imperialists get on 
with theiriJiotting,Moat of the repor¬ 
ted speeches are from members of 
the government, the Ihiam {never so 
trivial as 'ayatoBah') mostly main¬ 
tains a gnomic silence, but there'e al¬ 
ways the Collected Wisdom to make 
long quotations from. Every now and 
again Ban! Sadr or whoever is sum¬ 
moned to the Presence and a Pro¬ 
nouncement is made. Ail this is re¬ 
ported at length. The re st of the TV 
seems to be long programmes about 
conditions in the villages with Inter¬ 
views with dedicated Islamic relief 


workers. Oddly enough, on night 
of the anniversary of the revolution 
(April 2) they showed 'VPahrenheil 
45r'.rve still not worked out what 
they intended by that.More conven- 
tiallyp the next day had 'The Ten 
Commandments''. Everybody knew the 
plot, alter all we've all read the book, 
and were rooting for good, ole Moses 
Then, half an hour later, moaning ab¬ 
out Khomeini... 

In the actual power stakes, there 
are a number of groups manouvering. 
At the moment its shared between the 
mosque and seculr politicians. They 
don't really on but aren't pre¬ 
pared lo openly split at the moment. 
Official policy is an Islamiciised mix¬ 
ed economy. What will happen when 
Khomeini dies is uncertain. There 
are a nmnber of other ayatollahs 
hovering around, ready to receive the 
mantle .Montesori is official succ¬ 


essor but Beheshti, secretary of the 
Revolutionary Councii, is very pow- 
e rful. Hg has control of the Pasdarar^ 
(Revolutionary Guards.Actually, a 
lot of eighteen year olds with mach¬ 


ine guns). A vicious bastardy he is one 
of the main candidates as CIA plant, 
according lo accepted rumour. An¬ 
other is Yazdi,who has recently 
resurfaced and taken to making state¬ 
ments. Habbibi, who came third in the 
presidential election, wag named as 
such a couple of years ago. Bani Sadr 
is out in front of all this. He is prob¬ 
ably the craftiest of the lot. He cult¬ 
ivates a man of the people image, nev¬ 
er Wears a tie. 

The opposition, except for the eth¬ 
nic m iJiorities, has grow^ out of ttie 
old underground groups. The most 
influential is the Mojanedin, tJie 
"Islamic Marxists'', Their actual 
signed up membership is uncertain, 
but they are estimated to have about 
half a mil Lion supporters overall. {All 
these opposition groins are stronger 
in Tehran and in the north, by the 
Caspian. The south is phalangLst, par¬ 
ticularly In Esfahan jTheir leader, 
Rajavi, stood in the presidential elec¬ 
tion and did as well as any other los¬ 
er (after all there weren't many votes 
to go round with Bani Sadr's convin¬ 
cing winifnThey are semi respectable, 
playing up the Islamic' and are there¬ 
fore reluctant to cross the establislt- 
ment on any thing big. They certainly 
will not critici 2 e Khomeini. A bit 
more vocal are the Eedayui, who are 
definitely not respectable. One of Lhe 
governments priorities is to get theni 
disarmed. They are pred pared to set 
up street exhibitions, showing repres¬ 
sion in Kurdistan. However, they are 
also wary of a showdown. They are 
playing down the militant stance in 
order not to provoke a clan^p down and 
not to frighten people. 

In contrast, Tudeh, the 'straight' 
communist party is playing It up, to 
try to get some attention at all. At the 
moment^ they are still supporting the 
hnam, and receive utter contempt In 
return. They are about to ditch their 
Gei^ral Secretary, so that they can 
olame him for all the hypocrlcy,'U' 
turns and inaction of the last forty 
years. The re are rumours of some 
sort of alliance between these groi^js, 
or at least some sections of them.l 
can't see it myself,There is also a 
ragbag of assorted marxism ienmist 
andmaoist {pro-Albania) grouplets. 

(on, that familiar range of Lenin's 
pamphlets, now street displayed in 
yet another language). Left groups 
a strong presence in the universities. 
There are periodic outbreaks of fijkt- 
ing with religionigts.Thts is curr¬ 
ently being used as an excuse to 
close the universities. 

AndjOf course^ there are a few 
anarchists. Operating quietly. 

However, the strongest, and most 
hopeful, oppoaition to the regime 
comes from the regions, and the most 


determined of these is Kurdistan.The 
fighting IsnT on the scale that it was 
last year.There's steady skirmishing 
and sniping. Its not reported much in 
the media. That is obsessed with jin¬ 
goism about America. And Iraq, Acc¬ 
ording to the official build up there's 
about-to be a full scale war. Large 
minbe rS of people of Irani descent 
have been dumped near the border 
and told to get out. There's been a 
bit more than usual sniping. Hardly 
enough to rate the hysteria. How- 
ev-er it does mean a large buHd up 
of troops and Pasdaran in the east. 
Conveniently close to Kurdistan. 

There arc two main areas in 
Iranian Kurdistan, The north, around 
Mahabad, is dominated by the KuM- 
Ish Eicmocratic Party and religious 
leaders like Hosselni. But the souths 
around Sanandaj, is anottier thing. 
This is a large town^ population 
about 25ti^0M. The peopfe have been 
organising around collective a. Each 
district has a council. This is in 
contrast to , say, Tehran, where local 
organisation, even of the imposed 
'local government' type is conspicu¬ 
ously missing, the roads ar^ falling 
apart, Ih Sanandaj much of the emp- 
nasis is, necessarily^mtlitary.Then: 
are armed cotLectlve ui ilitias, known 
as 'benkeha'Thfi people don't know 
ajjything of the Grand Theory of 
Collectives, tJToy recognise the sim¬ 
ilarities imniedlatEly when they are 
introduced to it. The system IsnT 
total, the fighting takes so much att¬ 
ention, it doesn't extend much into 
the surrounding countryside.Pood 
supplies are obtained on the open 
market and are subjet to government 
harrassment. 

The Tehran government recognises 
that local autonomy of this type must 
be crushed. If they are to hold their 
power. They are prepared to use out¬ 
right repressioii to do it. They have 
their own Judge Jeffries figure* in 
Khalkhali, a name now used to fright¬ 
en children. But, It Is probably in 
Kurdistan that the future for freedom 
in Iran lies. If it is crushed^ and the 
preparations are being mai^* then 
there is little chance for the weaker 
prog^ressives.The government seems 
lo iiave completely ruled out the poss¬ 
ibility of a Federation, But, while the 
Kurds (and the Salichi and all the rest) 
keep fighting, then the Iranian Rev¬ 
olution is not over. 

All 
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not so brief 


The Kelly family, well organ¬ 
ised and living In the constituency 
of one of ciiir honourable ex-PM's^ 
iratiageci to push the level of 
Inquiry onre step futber^ but ended 
up with the usual unsatisfactory 
result. The queatlon of a?hy njlmmy 
Kelly dlsd In. police cuElody Is still 
tinflnswered*Another case just 
ended Is that of James McGeown 
who died In custody tn November 
1&73, Even two police constables 
giving evidence against other 
policemen didn't convince anyone^ 
he apparently died after hts liver 
had been ruptured by a fall on a 
p^stic bucKet, (Well,30me jump 
out of wi ndgws ) 

Let's be curious and ash what 
happened to the other 2&0 people 
who have died in police custody 
over the past ten yearSp why such 
happenings do not usually find 
thler way Into our media service* 
why certain documents and test¬ 
imony s are often wtthheld(^In the 
pubic Interest')* and why there 
aren't public inquiries as a matter 
of course* Maybe they fear such 
verdicts as'Justifiable Homicide' 
fin the Laddie Towers case) will 
be ^hen to Ihetr Logical conclu- 
sloRp taut apparently they believe 
the whole thing is a kft-wltig plot 
to dlscedlt the force* 

This is not to say that police « 
people conciously go out onto the 
slxeets with the intention of beat¬ 
ing someone to deaths but that if 
you organise a gang of uniformed 
thugs to defend your State* and 
send them marauding die streets 
with orders to plcls up those deem¬ 
ed anti-social the State^ and 
then use the legal and bureaucratic 
machinery ol that State to defend 
their every over-^reactionp we'll 
have mor e police people than ever 
getting away with murder (literallyJ 
Not content however with the 
wlndowdresslng limitations on 
their power*our 'force'wants 


more laws introduced to legalise 
their actions at demonstrations^ 
and the same porwers to deal with 
'International terrorists' In 
Britain as they have to deal with 
the IFA under the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act. Though Labour 
MP'b believe that this will not be 
granted this government remains 
capable of anything* 

Meanwhile 5j300 of these brave 
men and women managed to spend 
£500* 000 sheperding the NF 
through the streets of London. 

Ijf and when it becomes necessary 
to fight the fascists on the streets 
r would Itte to thlnlt Td be there. 
But when will people realise that 
counter -marches of the sort 
organised today will do no harm 
to them but rather glvathem ai 
obvious enemy to latch onto and 
rally against, free publicity, and 
leaefato Increased powers for the 
police.All this just so that h'endy 
lefties can play at being glorious 
revolutionary martyrs* How about 
fly-posting and leafleting the areas 
they plan to march through, exp¬ 
osing the NF^s Ignorant^n-argued^ 
and fascist views (not very dlff* 
Icult) atxf organising a counter ¬ 
event where anti-fascists can meet 
talk and enjoy something other 
thanshoutlng slogans over the heads 
qf massed police and trjdng to spot 
themselves on the telly? 

A short note on mercenaries^ 
which may be officially frowned 
upon but are infect condoned^ even 
jsiid for*KMS are a 'bodyguards 
for hire' company, (operating from 
Jersey, whose laws provide a good 
smokcBcreen 1 all of whom are 
recruited Irom the 22nd regiment 
SAS.They 'protect the British 
High Commlsioti in Kampala, and 
many of Ifielr '^executive (Totectors' 
served In Oman helping the Sultan 
put down a left-wing rebellion. 

They reject the mercenary label 
(do they do it for free! but are 
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proud of their antl-putsch'cajsi- 
blJSty* 

America's hypocrisy over "boat- 
people" has come back to media 
attention with 1.000refugees land¬ 
ing in Florida after fteeli^ the 
repressive autocratic regime of 
Duvaller In Haiti. There have beeh 
12000 in the past eight years. 

’Unlike the 190;^O0O Indo-Chinese* 

2 0* 000 Russian Jews and 11, 000 
Cubans they are to be sent tficK* 
Washington is tr 5 ting to block a 
report on these peoples conditions 
and grievances, must be some¬ 
thing tq do with the fact ttat the 
USA backs the regime fully for 
reasons of'geopolitical strategy 1 

Finally^ It bag been now been 
shown that not only does femrninlsm 
give you a deep voices a hairy chest 
and homosexual tendencies^ but also 
turns you into an alcoholic* Mr Bill 
Saunders director of the Alco¬ 
holics Studies centre In E^Isley 
said'Tbe spiralling rate of alco¬ 
holism amor^ women would appear 
to be the ransom or backlash of 
emancipatton\ 


Picnic 

ANABCHIST FTCMC 

aPM MAY 1ST REGENTS PARK 

4T the BANDSTAND; 
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shred the files f 


flurn the dccunieiit^f 
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TOBIESS OCCUNnOH 


KEEPING IT GREEN FRQVL MAY 
3rd COWARDS 


FORowlng the Govern-neritVa go- 
^lead to build ad advance d gae- 
cooled reactor (AGR) at Torneas 
id South East Scotland, the'Tur¬ 
ners Public Parkfi Department'is 
urging all those apposing the con¬ 
struction of the nuclear reactor to 
converge on Torness and occupy 
the site from May 3rd onwards. 

Unlike tne tradition of the past 
two years, tills occupation wiU 
not be a festival, and has but one 
aJn; that of hindering construction 
by Whatever dGu-violeiit means 
possible. Neither will it be a pic¬ 
nic - there is a field for cam ping 
just south of the actor site, out 
everyone is expected lo bring their 
own Shelter, warjn clolniag^ food 
and water* Tlie empnasLs is on 
Self-Sufficiency and autonony for 
□rganl 2 ed groups or individuais 
alike. An information package has 
been prepared containing maps of 
the reactor site^ timetables for 
the £>unbar district (for trainSr 
ouses a4id tides, should anyone be 
arriving by boat!), infomiation on 
Scottish law from SCCL, press 
release prepared by the Tornefis 
Public Parks Department and use¬ 
ful information on basic survival 
equipment to bring with you (Ord¬ 
nance Survey map NT77+ stout 


gloveSp camping knives, spanners, 
boltcutters etcetera). The inform¬ 
ation pack is available from Fred 
Smith, 13 Brails ford Road, London 
EW2 for the price of a l2p stamp 
(to cover printing costs) and a S AE, 
If you would like a larger A3 map 
send a large SAE and a 15p stamp. 

At their last meeting id March, 
tne Torness Alliance of anti-nuclear 
groups failed to reach a concensus 
auout the proposed direct action, hi 
particular, SCRAM and the local 
anti-nuclear group are doubtful ab¬ 
out the appropriateness of direct 
action at this time^ Die member 
said that ECRAM did not want to 
limit the activities of other groups^ 
but felt strongly that sabotage 
would have an insignificaht effect 
towards stopping construe Lion and 
that oilier actions that Lhe general 
putUc could identify with would be 
better - suen as that carried out 
oy a group from Severnside last 
titober. (They are due to appear 
in Raddington Sherrif Court on 
May 14th Charged with breach of 
toe ijeace, following tne erection 
of a scaffolding tower ctiained td 
the main gate which delayed work 
on the site for 24 hours. Their 
oeience will be based on the argu¬ 
ment Lnai nuclear power stations 
are Likely to cause a breach of the 
peace.) Anotiier member of SCRAM 
suggesteo that the May occupation 
was merely an excuse for a punen- 
up wibL trie police! Torness Public 



Parks Department has strongly 
denied this, stressing that the 
occupation is to be non-violent 
(machines excluded^ to those who 
think machines are animate ob¬ 
jects), and that all due care must 
be given to avoid trampling the 
local fanners' barley fields or 
disturbing the local sheep* 

Remember, keep Tomesa green/ 


Obituary; 

Lino nolin 

We recently learned of the 
sudden death of an old and valued 
comrade. Ltno Moliti of Los 
Gatos was struck by a car while 
crossing the street near his home 
on 14th F^uarvp and died almost 
instantly, lino was one of the 
many ftaltan immigrants who 
forrned a significant j^rt of 
anarchism in the USA tn the 
twenties and thirties^ when there 
was a great deal of poltUca] 
activity. For many years the 
ItaUan comrades maintained their 
own excellent Itatian language 
projmganda paper ^L^Adumta de! 
Refratfarl^ NS&w York^ and they 
have always given generous 
support to the anarchist tiress in 
other counbrtes* Lino was one 
• of the group in California whose 
efforts in fund raising for tl^t 
purpose figure recurrently in our 
own Deficit Fund, as well as 
showing his personal concern for 
Freedom Press. 

As far as we know he had not 
been politically active for some 
years* Those of us who met Mm 
on a visit to London some years a 
ago reme mber him as a man who 
enjoyed his livelihood of growing 
fruit by organic methods^ who 
enjoyed his anarchism and the 
companionship of his comrades* 

His companion Florence Garth 
writes: Tt Is a great tragedy 
he was so full of life and so well 
arKf the violence of It all makes 
It even more difficult to live 
with ,,,., ^ We extend our 
sympathy to Florence and to the 
Los Gatos group* 


THE FARCE fS WITH YOU! 
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KRonstadt 

f: 

Dear Comrades, 

There seems to be an eiinergii^ 
poUttcal style^ which aggressively 
Identifies itself as 'anarchistand 
which bases itself on disrupting 
events organised by the Lahoiir 
Party or trade unions. Some time 
ago there were scuffles at a big 
march against the cols, and In the 
latest issue of FFLEEDCM (2&/3/e0) 
we had a report from 'K* Honstadt' 
on the disruption of the so-called 
'Debate of the Decade'. 

1 don't want to question the 
sincerity or commitrnent of the 
people who are adopting this 
approach< I do want to question their 
assumed political objectives. What 
do they hope to gain by it ? There is 
no hint in K. Ronstadt's article of 
any strategy underlying these tacUc$; 
just a crude resentment of anyone 
who is perceived as a 'kafter', and 
a delight in disruption for its own 
saJce. Nor is there any hint of 
realisation that, by adopting this 
approach^ K. Ronstadt and friends 
are simply becoming part of a new 
spectacle^ The scuffles on the cuts 
march made the national press, and 
the dn^ruption of the Debate was 
discussed In the left-wing press. 

This whole approach is a real gift 
to the bourgeois media; it can be 
used to demonstrate, in general, 
that lefties are always squabbling 
among themselves; and in particular 
that anarchists are {as God-fearing 
citizens always suspected) a bunch 
of trouble-making loonies. 

As to the Debate itself, 1 wasn't 
the re, but 1 had encouraged Hilary 
Wainwright to attend when she was 
invited (Hilary is a friend of mine)* 

1 thinJ^ that any exchange of ideas on 
the left is potentially useful, and I 
would defend the right of socialists 
to attend debates of this kind without 
being interrupted and harassed. From 
the reports 1 have heard, there was 
^ust about unanimous opposition to 
the disruption, and I find it 
depressing to reflect that, for many 
socialists, this experience must 
have been their formative inpreasion 
of 'anarchists'* 

1 would also ILte to distinguish 
between K* Ronstadt and friends on 
the one hajid^ and the H block 
protestors on the other* They at 
least were drawing attention to a 
real struggle* a war In which people 
are dying and in which basic hum an 
rights are beir^ flouted and dented. 


What lies behind all this is a whote 
political vision. The final part of fC* 
RortBtadt's article makes it clear 
that s/he views 'the left' as part of 
the enemy, and s/he calls for an 
'Independent anarchist movement in 
Industry* in each locality, etc., 
etc.' S/he goes on to admit that the 
anarchist movement Is characterised 
by 'confusion and inability to develop 
a revolutionary strategy'. Exactly. 

A nd this, the latest in a long line of 
calls for a new ^Independent anarchist 
movement' is a classic symptom of 
that couixisiun. 

The year is 1&B0, the country is 
Britain. There Is not, nor has ever 
been* a strong ajiarchist movement 
in this country. There is a strong 
labour movement* with all sorts of 
creative and Ubertarlaii currents 
In it despite its bureaucratic 
leadership; there is a strong 
autonomous womens' movement; 
there is growing milltaDCy aiiong 
blacks; in may areas there are 
campaigns developing to oppose the 
cuts and defend basic services; and 
there is a growing anti-nuclear 
movement. Many more areas of 
struggle could be idantified. 

We don't want, and in any case 
won’t get, a new 'independent 
anarchist movement in industry, In 
each locality* etc., etc.' We do 
want a consistent libertarian Eiput 
into all these struggles, a creative 
libertarian contribution which 
demonstrates its vaJidity through 
practice. But of course this means 
(horror of horrors 1) working 
alongside people who aren't 
anarchists or even libertarians, 
people who may belong to left-wing 
parties or reformist pressure- 
groups. For K. RonstadI and 
friends* thi^ of course Is out of the 
question: far better to retreat Into 
sectarian parl&n, attacking other 
socialists as If they were the main 
enemy and dreaTiing of a new 
'independent anarchtet movement'. 

Maybe some people win see these 
arguinents as an over^ re action, and 
will say that I simply ought to let 
K. Roustadt and friends follow their 
inclinations as 1 follow mw. But it 
isn't as easy as that, becai^e their 
aggressive Insistence upon their 
own anarchist identity immediately 
implicates anyo.ie else who adopts 
the label 'anarchist'. 1 have been 
approached by ]ioi-anarchist 
friends and comrades, who have 
witnessed these 'aiarchist 
disruptions’ and who coqne to me 
for e'^laia^.ions a-id Justification 
which I cainOL proylcte. Set 1 am 
pushed into a situation where, in 
order to distance myself from 
political practices which I think 



absurd and destructive* 1 am 
ceasing to identify myself as an 
anarchist. I imagine a lot of other 
people, also with atrong 
liberLarian commitments, must be 
finding themselves hx Lhe same 
situation, 

Martin Spence. 

2 : 

Kronstadt Debate 

I completely agree with Philip 
Sansom, ..***. 

ir London ^^narchUta" are 
going to crawl out of their pads 
and squats* and attend opponents 
meetings, then they should, at 
leasts use a little common sense* 
prefnre their "tactics’'and 
demonstrate In practice that they 
are more "democratic" than the 
Trotskyists and fioclal democrats 
on the platform. * *. „ 

Some time ago now^ a meeting 
was announced at the University 
of Essex, at which one Tarlq Aii 
was to speak. Comrades at the 
University^ pltts myself* made 
our plans. A leailet* based upon 
an article I had written in a local 
newspaper, was distributed by 
the comrades to every person 
(including Ah) who entered toe 
lecture hall - about 600 people. 
TIte anarchists and libertarians 
sat in a group (about 20) in the 
gallery to the side of the speaker. 
A large black flag, with E. 
Anarchists*^ written on it* was 
hung over the side - near A h 'fi 
head! Except for a very occas¬ 
ional, and sometimes amusing, 
interjection, the Hbertarians 
allowed the Trotskyist gentle man 
to ramble on. However* on this 
occasion^ All quipped: "Maybe 
our anarchist friends would care 
to contribute a few word’s. 
Everyone In the hall knew that toe 
anarchists and libertarian 
communists were there! It had 
been agreed beforehand that, 
after AU had finished, I would 
speak - Invited or not. 

I spoke. 1 may say that I knew 
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my stuff- Thta was imporlant^ 

I criticised the Bolsheviks in 
generatp and Trotsky tn particular, 
iGt butchering; the Kronstadt 
sailors, r^d even had the ^ood 
fortune of having seen the 
Kronstadt naval base^ 

Tariq All tad no defence^ He 
attempbed to refute me by quoting 
Victor Sergej 

And that, comrades, is how you 
deal with Ail, Foot, at al . Let 
'em speak* don't break the 
meeting up - t™t Insist on at 
least a few minuted to p jt a 
genuine revolutionary, libertarian, 
viewpoint. H you are refused, 

^n sfert trouble - but not betore* 
ATndj al least, distribute a leaflet 
to everyone in the hall first. 

P. E. ^fewell 

Dnngeiiess 

Demo 

Dear Friends^ 

I read that on Miay 24th^ hardy 
cyclists from London and other 
good people from commuter towns 
of the South East will be con¬ 
verging on Dungeness for a 
car nlva 1 -de mo nsfratl on co mplete 
with balloons, music, etc* Well 
that Is fine* but t hope the 
organisers of this happening will 
do sufficient irc^ratfpn to ensure 
that this is a protest by the local 
people of Romney Marshy Folke-^ 
stone^ etc** backed up by 
supporters from elsewhere, 
rather than being just another 
bunch ol trippers down for the 
day* Aa an ex-resldent of T^w 
Romney lean well 

ima^ne the absolutely tofel non-^ 
impact of the latter on the local 
communltleB. The villages of 
t^w Romney and Lydd have 
doubled In size as a direct result 
of the Power stations - T hope you 
try to es^bilsh a constructive 
dialogue with these workers^ 
almost the only people on the 
N^sh who are not either solid 
tor le g cet fore lock-tugger e . 

The other point I want to make 
concerns the reason for opposing 
Dungetieea in particular, and I 
am surprised that Mek Jagger 
didn't mention it. Dungeneas is 
a headland ol shingle (pebbles). 
The shape of the headland has 
changed enormously during 
recent centuries. The main 
movement of shingle along the 


beaches of the south coast ts 
towards the east* This means 
that the soulhern shore of 
Dungenesa is being consUntiy 
eroded, and the eastern shore 
built up with shingle being washed 
around the point* 

When the power stations were 
first planned^ local fishermen 
told the experts not to build them 
on the sou&ern shore but on the 
eastern, i*e. north of the point. 
But "texperts" like graduate 
engineers don't have to listen to 
uneducated fishermen now, do 
they. 

So after the A stattou was huilt^ 
and Ihe fishermen wore found to 
be right, the movement of 
shlngk problem has had to be 
solved ^ pertodically operating 
a dragline on the beach ncrth of 
the point, loadtr^ shingle Into 
lorries and dumping it back into 
the sea at several points west of 
the power stations! And this will 
have to be done for 250, 000 years 
till those radioactive tombs can 
be dismantled - and all for 15 
years electricity from A station 
(l965/30)t Sind for at the most 
25 years from B - unless you 
stop them fuelling it! And how 
wl il that gbtngU? be moved after 
your oil dries up* Shovels and 
wheelbarrows perhaps* After 
all. it has been done before* at 
places like Glzah or Stonehenge* 
Good Luck on May 24thl 

Tony Tetlord 
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FREEDOM is hoping to run 
fulTerTisHngs of events taking place 
throughout the country - ao if you 
are organising something - let us 
know as far In advance as possible 
so that we can pjblloiae it for you- 


Solidarity 

withNSF 

Dear Comrades, 

We have received an urgent 
request for money from the 
Norwegian Syndicalists, the tBF* 
They are requesting money on 
behalf of Chilean wotlters who are 
attempb.iig to rebuild the Chilean 
anarcho-syndioalist Anarchist 
and libertertan Sodahst move* 
ment* Our Chlleati Comrades, 
unlike the 5oclaI-<femocrate, 
Moscow Communists and Stalin¬ 
ists who receive millions, receive 
nothing in the way of outside 
financial support (except from Uie 
^6F)* They are active but are 
held back because, as workers* 
they suffer from high unemploy¬ 
ment, low wages and government 
oppression. 

Today the Chlleaii workers 
movement is being reconstructed^ 
if we want a significant Anarchist 
presence within the Chilean 
Labour Movement we must put 
our money where our mouths are. 

Any donations should be sent to 
the Manchester Branch of^e 
Direct Action Movement (^ress 
below) who will forward the money 
to the NSF. The contact address 
for the Chlkans ts, for obvious 
reasons, secret, 

Salud 

Dave Thomson. 

Manchester Branch 
Direct Action Movement 
Box 20 

Corn Exchange Bldgs. 
Hanging Ditch 
Manchester 
M4 SBN 



OBIVT 

Dear FREEDOM, 

The debate on the role of 
violence In relationship to the 
Creation of a Ubertarlan society 
carried on in the i^ges of 
'■FREEDOM'^ 4,6, and T seems to 
have focused on a moralistic 
Interpretation of the conclusiong 
drawn by ihe "general public" (or 
masses) from these acts of vlotence 
and results- Can I suggest that 




FREEDOM? 


unless the general public en^ges in 
acts of violence then we shall never 
have the oppiartuntty to create a lib¬ 
ertarian society I 

We are that "ub In Eran 
and South Vietnam before their 
respective revolutions, Itv^aa not 
violence (which, when used kter^ 
actnaily betrayed their revolutionfi), 
but the refusal of the masses to 
believe in and cooflerate with the 
lying lasclst rulers which caused 
the mightily armed regimes to 
melt away"' fJohuA^ Rapp in 
^'Anarchy and Violence'i. This 
really is criminal bullshits I 
suppose the war In Vietnam had 
nothing to do with It and that the 
fact that there was a lack of 
cooperation and dTsbeltef In the 
benefits of Uncle Sam's saturation 
bombing were the salient factors, 

St ml tar iy the reactions of the 
'general public^ of Iran towards 
their own vtolence was a 
moraiislic rejection of it and so 
they returned to their Mosques 
arkl refused to cooperate with 
the savaic. The Shah realising, 
after years of murder and torture, 
that he was not popular, decided 
to go to sunnier climes - didn^t he 
(I wish he would melt away as he's 
about to be the cause of World War 
3 1). Of course tt was the fact that 
these US. stooges faced more 
violence than they could lake that 
led to their "meltlng^way" - and It 
was not the use oi violence which 
determined the betrayal of these 
revolutlone but the fact that th y 
were not anarchist but statist 
revolutions (one being communist 
tbe other Islamic)* 

Jim Ruggon fin "Tlolence and 
non-violence'*) does not have "the 
arrogance to advocate nonviolence 
to the Irish or the Afghans ^ljec:ause 
they are engaged In "life and death'' 
struggles. Can I suggest to him that 
In a world which spends more than 
twenty times as much on the 
potential to Kill as it does on the 
potential to prevent deaths^ that 
everyone - whether they reailSE it 
or not - is engaged in a life and 
death struggle. The question Is no 
longer one of "statism or anarchism* 
or 'authortlgr va* liberty* but one of 
W*W.3 (the Big Bang Included) or 
anarchist revolution' (Russia and 
China being the perfect example of 
how when stiites go communist it 
becomes unthinkable, due to 
^proletarian Inter nationalism^ to 
contemplate war against each 
other 

Much use is made by the pficiftsts 
of the medlars wonderful '^loak and 
dagger^'anarchlst “bomb up his sleeve'' 
sbereo^pe. If this stereotype Is to 
be used by the pacificists against us 


then I suggest that It Is not only the 
Fleet Street hacks who we must look 
outfor* but some of our ^'comrades". 
As for the fact that " Thoee who 
advocate vloknce In order to provoke 
authority to show Its "Veal face*'^ 
normally advocate violence from a 
distance and lack the ImagtmtioTi 
(which many others have) to see the 
real force of authority *,. ” this 
turns things on Hwlr head. Those 
who advocate violence In order to 
expose the coercive slate do so 
because t hey do have the 
^ImaginaHon’' and others unfortunately 
don' t f 

Tffitnk that P. Miirtagh"s '"Why 
pacl/lciBm Is morally wrong"' is 
watertight 1 certainly would not 
thank anybody who stood around and 
watched me belig assaulted by the 
police {as once happened to me^ long 
beforep I might add, I became 
politically/socially - active/aware)* 
Might I suggest that our pacifist 
fellow teavellerSp if they do not 
believe that It is a fact proven by 
history, (Russian, Sffitn) that 
violence when successful can be 
liberating, go and consult the Black 
youth of BrUtel. I think Til end by 
echoing the headlines of FREEDOM 
7r ''Black and White - unite and 
fight * (against) 'Slavery old and 
new^'* 

James I^tterson 

Liverpool. 

* I^rhaps they should oblige the state 
by giving themselves up at the nearest 
Police Station , 

SOBRT! 

FREEDOM, 

f don't know whether It was due to 
an editorial policy which favo-urs 
anything -libertarian' or the 
recently menttoned lack of time for 
efficient frcKof-reading and editing 
(FREEDOM VoL 41 No. 7), but the 
appearance In FREEDOM Vol 41 No. 

S of an ad^ for a discussion by the 
'Libertarian Alliance' proved Iq be 
both^itnoying and worrying. 

Out of Ignorance I attended said 
discussion and discovered that the 
"Libertarian Alliance^ are a group of 
free market ^anarchists* having more 
in common with the extreme right- 
wing of the Tories ^ la National 
Assoclatloti for Freedom than the 
generally anarcho-communist/ 
socialist views expressed in 
FREEDOM. 

Is It the present collective's 
policy to support anythin g labeled 
'liber ter Ian' or was the inclusion 
of the ad, an oversight? I would be 


very surprised, not to mention 
disgusted^ if It was Included In full 
knowledge of what this group 
represents. A closer acutlny of 
the ad* alter the dlscusaton 
revealed the legend, *%lfe. 

Liberty, I^operty*' tagged onto 
the end. Say no morel 

A. Piter 

Brlxten. 

Eds. We don*t check any nolfces 
which are sent into Freedom - a 
practice which has not let us down 
In the i^stand which, because of 
the time Involved, te not likely to 
change In the future. 



A top newspaper reported last 
week that Prince Charles has 
recently become converted to the 
cause of intermediate technology - 
having decided to become patron of 
the Intemediate Technology 
Development Group (ITDG). The 
same newspaper commented that 
It would be too crude to suggest 
that he will be "selling^' the virtiES 
of appropriate technology when te 
visits developing countries. But he 
will at least be In a position to 
allude to the benefits of creating 
cheap, small-scale^ employment- 
generating activities.' 

Jn the present write r^s opinion, 
it's about time that the carping 
criticl^ in these Islande of His 
Royal Highness, of which the above 
is an exceilenl example, should 
stop. Specifically, the comment 
that 'It would be too crude to 
suggest that he will be "selling'" 
the virtues of intemediate 
technology' Is nothing short of an 
insult to our heir-apparent for^ 
given his vast experience of 
agriculture and Industry - not 
coiinting his one-day visit to tte 
iTDG's unit at Reading University, 
he is eminently qualified to '"sell" 
the virtues of Intermediate 
technology' - indeed, ttere can be 
tew people in this country who are 
better qualitied, O.K. It is true 
that Prince Charles does not have 
experience in agriculture of 
industry - but - he does have an 
advantage which few of us can 
claim which enables hicino advise, 
with authority, on any subject 
known to humanity - yes - good 
breeding. Which reminds me, that's 
another subject which I'm sure 
developing countries are just 
waiting to have explained to ttenip 
1 must go - got a letter to write * * * 






FREEDOM COWTACTS 



wHjTscRAimniiiEf er. 
UMDO^EJ. 


INLAND 


ABERDEEN Libertarian (;roup 
c/q 163 Kin^ Street, Aberdeen 

ABERYSTWYTH. Davia Fletcher, 

C amb ri an 3t -Abe ry s t t h 

ilLPAST Anarchiat Collective, 

jUBt Bookst 7 Winetavorn St. p 
B alfagt I, _ 

BIfliI INGHAM Enarcbista/anarcha- 

feminiata cneet Sundays^ Con¬ 
tact Allaon at Peace Centrep 
16 Moore St.,ftingAayT Bir- 
min gbam 4 (tel. 021 099^) - 

IHIGHTOH Libertarian Socialist 

groups c/o Students Onion, 
Palmer House^ Univ, of Sussex^ 
Fa^gr^ Briehton. __ 

BBISTOL^ gitj -~4 British Road, 

Bristol 

S-^dents ; LiboTtarian Society p 
Students Onion. Queen'a Road, 
B^gtel. _ _ 

c AMBRilSOE an^archla t£, Box 

4 1 gitzrov st.^ Cambridge-, _ 

C AKTERBORY Alternative Hes- 

earch groupt Wally Barnes^ 

Ello't Collage p University of 
Ke nt.Canterbury. - _ 

CARDIFF write'~c/o One-O-Eigbt 

B gok&bop. 106 Balisbiirv Road^ 
CDVRHTRY. John England" Stud- 
antg Union t Univ. of Vfarvviok, 
Co untry. _ 

I^r ggYT Ney~ addreaa awaited, 

EUBLIKp A.S-G-~C&llectlve p 7 * 

Ba llsbridfie Ave., Dublin.Eire 

eIst AHGLIAN Libertarians p 

Martyn Everettt 11 Gibson Gar- 
de nsj^ Saf fron Walden, Essex. 

IEIHBURGH anarciiin t s~Dieet Epai 

Mondays at First of Kay Book- 
s hop . 45 Niddry St... Edinburj^h 

rXETER anarchist collective 

Gommunity Assn^t Bevcnahlra 
HQUs ei Stookor Rd.._t Exeter^ 

TJIA^GOW' Anarch 1 at Group i John 

CooparT 34 Raithburn Avenue^ 
C ast lemllk ^ . G46 . 

HaSTIHGS Anarchist"Croup c/o 

Solsticep 127 Bohemia Rd*, St. 
Leonards on Seap Sussex (tal. 

_____ 

Libertarian Collective, 

2'^ Auckland Ave.^ Hullt West 
umberside^ 

HITT an aroh i Bt~grou p.. C /0 

Students tfnioni^ The University 
Keelej Staffs. Weekly dlacua- 
meetlngaT every Tuesday at Spni 
in the Students Union. MON- 
S TtJSggT5 MOST WELCOWE, 

ISMPETER'Aharchiet Group c/o 

Adrian James, S.D.U.G^p Lam- 
oeter> Dyfed EA46.Wales* 

LEAMINGTON & 'WARWICK, e/o 42 
Bath St ^, Leaffiingt on Spa^^_ 

LEEDS. Dave BrOwn\ 30 ParkTRow, 

Knaraaborougb (near Harrogate) 
N , Yorkshire.. _ 

LEICESTERp B1a c kt h orn Book a p 

74 Highcroas St. {tel. Laic- 
21696) and Libertarian Educa¬ 
tion, 6 Beaconsfield Rd. [tel. 
Letc. 5^20B5)\ .. _ 

LO N D U W 

An ar chiat Pemin is t s p Box 3 3 * 
Rising Pree* 1S2 Upper St.. 
Iglingtonp N,l. 


0424 

nurr 


Huj 


Anarchy Collectivej 37a Gros- 
venor Ave.p 3,3- (tel. 339 
4794 before 7 pffi). 

Preedom Collective^ 64B White- 
chaocl High St. (Angel Alley) 
E.i: [tel. 247 9249). 

Hackney anarchists: Contact 
Dave on 249 7042- 
Kingston anarchistsp 13 Ben- 
mark Rd.p Kingston-upon-Thames 
(tel. 549 2564) 

London Workers' Group, Box W, 

162 Upper St.p n-1 [249 7042]* 
3itgs. Tuesdays Spa at Metropol¬ 
itan pub I 73 Parringdon Rd. 

Love V- pov^eTf Box 779 p. Peace 
News London Office, 3 Caledon¬ 
ian Roadp H/1, 

West London anarchists, 7 Pen- 
na rd Road. W,12, 
i^LVERN & WORCESTER area, J^k 
Spence, Birch'^ood Hallp Stor- 
r idge. Malvern. lores. 
EID-BUS3EX ft south Coast anar- 
chistsp c/o Reaourcss Centre, 
N orth M.i Eriahton, E.Sugacx - 

flORWIOH anarchist a, c/o Free- 

whecl community Books, 36 St* 
Be nedicta 3t., Norwich. . 

irUTTINGKAlt, c/o Mushroom, 10 

Heathcote St. (tal.5S2306) or 
15 Sooth aline Av,,Hy&oTi Green 

ftel,708302), ___ 

OLDHAM, Nigel Broadbentt 14 
ffestcilreter Rd., Pails worth, 

It ancheHter _ 

5i? 0RD anarchist ^roup c/o 
Danny Simpaon, Exeter College. 
Anarchist Workers group ditto. 
Anarcho—Peninista c/o Teresa 
Thornhill, 54 Bivinity Rd. 
so lidarity c/o ^4 Cowlev Rd. 
TaISLEY (College) anarchist 
group, c/o Studenta Union, 

f nntRr St..paiaXgy.Renfrewshir e 
EjIDIHG anarchist a c/o Ma. 
Shevek, Clubs Office, Student 
Unio n. Whiteknlfihta. Heading. 
RStSHESA”* Midglam organ. Henning 
Andersen* 'Smiths ^Acme’, Tre^ 
H erbert ■ Mldglamor^an ♦ ffalea,. 

SHEFFIELD anarchlets o/o 4 

Havelock Square, Sheffield 

sio 2Pa. 

Libertarian Society: TO Box 

I fia. Sheffield SIX BSE.. 

SWANSEA: Uon Williams, 24 Derl- 

w vn. DunvaJit* S wanoea.- 

area- Mike. Groundawell 
iTBDcr Strat ton. Swlndga. 
WESTON-super-ldarc p Martyn Red- 

Flat 5, 23 M ilton Roa^ 


NJmONAL 


MIDLANDS Federation; groups 
include Birminghain T Coventry p 
Derby, Leamin gt on/Wa r1 c k, 
cesterT Nottinghoicit Sheffield* 

NORTH EAST Anarohiet Fedora- 
tien. Secretariat; HLC 23 Auck¬ 
land Avenuet Hull. 

THAMES VALLEY afiarchiEt feder¬ 
ation - contact Oxford or 
Reading group. 

DIRECT ACTION Movement- Sec- 
28 Lucknoiv Drive, Sutton-in- 
Ashficldt Notts. M anchester 


D.A.M. Groups Box 2 t 164/166 
Corn Exchange Bldgs^ Hanging 
Ditch, Manchester M4 3BN. 

Groups In Leeds and London also. 

SOLIDARITY libertarian ocjcmun- 
iat orgHnisatlon (publ. V3o-li- 
darity for Social Revolution') 
c/o 123 Lathom Rd.^li^iidon E6. 
Groupa & mems in many towns. 

ANARCHIST COMMUNIST Assoclati an 
of class struggle anarchists 
(publ* 'Bread and Eo3es^)i Box 
2, 136 Klngsland High. St., 

London ES. 

POSTAL WORKERS Network write 
Box PWt 182 Upper St., laling- 
toiit London N-l- 

MEETINGS 

LIVERPOOL liberty Rail meetings 
in the Everyman Blatro, Rope St* 
Every Sunday 8 pm. 

OXFORD: Anarchist/libcrtarian 
Gonferertcc late June, Oxford 
anarehtet group would like con¬ 
ference to be structured ac¬ 
cording to the prioritica of 
the groups and organlsatione 
attending. So please send eug- 
gestions, ideas for workshop, 
coomltroent to write discussion 
papers to Mark Leepol or Tony 
77c 5t, ClefiientB, Oxford- Time¬ 
table and further details will 
f ollow response. __—— 

LEEDS. Alternative Education 
conferonce at Ecechwood Hallp 
Leeds + weekend beginning £|lii 
2 9 Au^st for thTce days. In¬ 
formation from the co-ordinat¬ 
ing hroup at; Prienda World 
Dcllcge., Studioi 441+ 0 ^ N 
Warehousej Metropalitan Wharf * 
Wflpping Wall+ Wap ping, London 

E l. ___ 

dam public IVEETING 
Thurs. 1st May^apm.Star&Garter 
FalrfteW et ^fancheater, 

^Workers control” 


desirbs 

Anyone who tas a copy ol Albert 
Camufl* ReslsfanCE, rebellion and 
death* they are wlllliig to i»rt 
with please contact G 74-9844 

eit,273 (olfloe hours) _ 

■■SOUDAPITY MEETING" 

'The class Btruggle tn Rvasta and 
eastern etirope' 2.30pwi Sat. ^&y 10 
At Aqisirlus com munity centre 
Hnline MmehestBT Ml3. 


publljhecf by 

FREEDOM PRESS 

in Mli:f 

f^b WKmJCHAPlL klUlt STHEFT 
LOf^OON Et Thame $144 


































































One of the more obvious forins of reparesflinn th^has rema- 
{nets intact in this 'democratic^ Spain since Franco's time Is a 
pervasive and of tea not-so-subtle control of the freedom of 
speech, A veneer of liberty eKtsta: a walbc down any ma^or 
city street will ^ovlde twenty or more forel^ newspapers; 
several radical magazines. Including anarchist^ publish reg¬ 
ular^; deincnstratlons o^varlous types, usually loudly crit¬ 
ical of the Eovernment, occur in most cities and are noi always 
broken up by the Inevitable cluster of national police« 

Eul it only lakes a little digging te realise how thin and bri¬ 
ttle thin veneer tn. For exa m pie, it Is strictly fUeg^l to crl^ 
tIcLze the rflitonal pcdice or military In any wayp {censclen- 
tous obfectors and anyone advocating an end to the coinpiJlsDry 
mlUbry service here are regularly punished under this law). 
Left-wing magazines and newsi^pers are watched, and often 
closed down on a ^chnlcallty: fascist attacks on such journals 
regularly go unpunished. But the most strikir^ limitation on 
freedom of speech is that all television and radio broadcasting 
is owned and run by the govsrninent. it is this last aspect of 
control that has given birth (Wer the i^st year to a resistance 
known as the ''radioslibres' movement. 

The movement for free radio stations be^i^n In earnest Less 
than a year ago, in June 197f, Although interest had been 


growing far some years before that — sparked off by the Sim¬ 
ilar movements In Italy and France ^ there was onfy one very 
tentative station beginning to broadeasL and u coordination ■ 
or communicatton among I uteres ted groups around the country« 
On June 13 of lest year the first conference to begin building 
■radios UbC’es" was held In ^rcelona* 

Thfl conference drew between ^00-500 people from all over 
Spain, and created enough enthusiasm and nximentum to spark 
the opening of seven free stations by the end of the year., AU 
of these were in and around Barcelona, despite the interest 
shown Ln other parts of the country,, Given ^rcelom^s rad¬ 
ical history, which still lingers, this wasn't simprising, but 
It emphasii^ a problem that phgues all of the Sinnlsh Left, 
which is a serious lack of coordinatton/communlcation be¬ 
tween regions. 

htevertheless, the atatfons in Barcelor^ were a clear chal¬ 
lenge to at least one aspect of state controL Although there 
were Some variations among the goverument stattonSr these 
had been predictably limited; the appearance of free radios 
provided the first hint of a real alter native In the world of 
broadcasting. 
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Review 


The pwernment'a Initial response was typical: a iww taw 
was fussed Immediately followtng the June ^radios llte'ee^ 
conference, whtcJ; stated that all radio broadcasts were strict¬ 
ly Illegal untesa the tirdadcaetera had a llccnBc from tie gov¬ 
ernment. To date no Itcensea ol any itind have been granted, 
even to purely commercial staUoTks; the government auaterely 
rcluses to achirowledge (ta C^tch-22. 

The ^w per ae made no difference. Before It was ^saed 
the free amHons were equally iljega^ the law simply gave the 
polite a more specific excuse lor closures. From the time nl 
Its f^aaigeT police represalon ol the stations has gradually 
increased. At first there were sindden raSda, orte station here 
another there; the stations generally reopened after a short 
time, although each aubsequent bust meant higher penalties. 
The oldest station, Ona LUure (Catalan for Tree wave*), has 
bean raided and cloaedTdtir tlTnea. Bnti as was Inevitable, the 
government flnHlly began halting the move me nl seriously 
enough to use stronger measurea, and In the last two weeks 
ol January this year, all of the stations were raided and closed 

This blanJket closure came at a time when the Vadlna llbres^ 
movement was Just beglnlng to find Its sIreTbgth and creativity. 
Having conquered the Initial probtems of rmsney, technique, 
creativity^ collectivity — 'coneiiiered' at least enough to feel 
the proipfcas toward a real movement --the free radios were 
growing and diversifying- Each one had a distinct personality 
(as woUaa Individual problems ol course, but let's look at 
the bright aide first). They ranged Irom the veteran Ona 
Lllurq , constatently chaHenglng and radical^ to La Camp&na , 
with a atrengtli and diversity bas&d on neighbourhood invol^- 
mentand support that the station grew out of, to Contrarradl o- 
Which stumbled along with little neighbourhood siipporlTand 
many Internal coni 11 eta, but teaming and growing. 

All of the free stations shared some very basic problems. 
Obviously police recession was the foremost, causing spin¬ 
off problems because of the ne(^asi1^ of moving stations 
frequently^ locating apartments or stores from which to 
broadcast^ the locations as hidden as possible. lack 

of money ranked highly too: money for equipment, for rent, 
for records, turnlablefl. Information (Ihe work was^ of course^ 
always a lal^ur of love, unipAld, usually undertaken by people 
already working 40-60 hours/week). As with most projecta 
of the Left, the people Involved seldom had personal money 
to spare, and the consequence was that many hours had to be 
consistently spent scheming, plotting, cajoUng, and begging 
for money. 

rnternal probtems with the collective tended to ^^ry as to 
type and degref^ but one that all of them shared was Ihe 
puxzle of how to disperse Knowledge- To keep a radio stetion 
going, a certain level of technical know-how was vital; because 
very few people went Into the projects with this knowledge, it 
had to be spread to allow the collectives to function healthily, 
without too many concentrations of knowledge or responsthUtty, 

The major probtem with dlepersal turned out to be a lack of 
desire on the part ol many of those without the technical 
krtcfwledge. That is, a radio was great, It was novel, it was 
fun to be able to go to the secret tocatlian+ maybe operate 
some dlatep and lallt, bear yourself on the air. But too few 
were willing to team the nitty-gritty of how the equipment 
actually worked, of why the broadcast wag poselbg if a 
particular dial were turned, of how a tube could be replaced 
when it blew. There consequently grew up a limiting depen¬ 
dence on the few people with technical knowledge; and if some¬ 
thing went Wrong when they weren't around, there was no 
broadcast. At one point two of these overburdened people 
proposed a two-week course^ to be taught for two hours every 
night, absolutely free^ In an effort to stfire their skills. No 
one showed up. 

Flnallyp there was a problem with networking. Although 
the Jiitifi conference had given rise to a coordinating groups 
very little had come of It by the time of the January closures. 
There wag some contact between the Barcelona stations, but 
never enough^ and there was aLnhost no attempt to stay In 
confact with the smuggling and not yet liroadcasting colLectives 
In etoer [Brts of Spain. Some ejccliai^ of Information contin¬ 


ued between Spanish stations and those Ln Itely and France^ 
but it was scanty, tending to be between friends, occa sionally 
between stetlons, never enough to benefit Ihe whole movement. 
More contact wtte Itely, in ;^rticular, could have been 'iseful, 
because the frobte ms are slml^r and the movement there has ha 
had several years In which to work on them (although police 
raids are tees common and faeclst ones more so tn ItelyL 

All of these probtemsT while major, were being worked on, 
worked out: and at the moment they all pale before the uni^'cr- 
sal ol government repression. Some fines have been levied 
against the stations since January, and members of nearly all 
the collectives spent one to four days in jail after the teists 
(In Spain people can be held by the police for up to lour days 
without being chargedl. But the moat effective tool the govern¬ 
ment Is using is Intimidation. "Los h-^rrones'^, the national 
police, are the otios who conduct the busts:; they are the most 
common and forcefut arm used by the government for Intertial 
control, and when they come bursting Into a radio station with 
their ubiquitous sub-inachine guns at the ready. It's CEiaugh to 
give the most rebeUfous so me pause for fhou^t. Just as effec¬ 
tive ifl the threat to those who use ^censored' equipnoent. When 
a radio stetlon Is busted, tape and a seal are placed on nil the 
Aqulpnent; if the seals are broken, allowing the equipment to 
be used again, the penalty Ls three months In prison. So the 
January closurea have been a succeas lor the government, and 
there's been Utils Indication of a strong rebirth of resistance. 

It is also a matter ol timing, II wasu^tan accident that the 
government chose January to crack down on the tree radio 
movement, and It is likewise Improbable that the near future 
will see a lessening od government antagonism. There were 
three major reasons for the timings The first was that the 
movement had simply reached the point of strength that tt was 
viewed by the government as a threat; It had became clear that 
free radios would keep growing tn numbers and effective ness if 
the government didn't acL The second reason was that elections 
were being heldp prloiarlly tn February and March, and for 
obvious reasons the government preferred that its voice be the 
only one heard while electioneering was under way (Tree 
elections In 'democratic' SFFtin)» In the Barcelona area the 
governments!forte against the radiog ntade HtOe difference: 
Barcelona's abstention rate was 42T, and In some neighbour¬ 
hoods over 50%, 

But the third reason was the cUnsher. Tiie government 
finally decided that it really did want to sell licenses to com¬ 
mercial broadcasters, and It clearly wouldnTdo to have com¬ 
petitors broadcasting tree of charge. So the field had to be 
cleaned up, and iresuirrably the sate of ticensos will begf n 
shortly. Lest anyone coiuse this move with a liberalisation of 
the censureshlp tn Sf^ln^ il ls ImporEant to note that Ute cost 
of a license will be prohibitive (which could have been guessed) 
ensuring a universality of ititereslB; and should the Cost not t£ 
sufficient to prevent dissenting views reachlE^ the air, each 
license will be of short duration — perhaps two years -- and 
renewable only at the government's discretion. 

So where Mil the 'radiog llbrea* movement go Irom here 
At this point It's Impossible to say* The recent repression 
has taken a toll In ternr* of morale, which is perhaps still 
easier to do in Spain than in other places, as the scars of 
forty years of lasclsm are lii^rlng ones. There are signs of 
life hero and there: a small but spirited demonstration protes¬ 
ting the closures (Woken up by the police); te’oadcasts once 
a week and very carefully, by la Campma, which of all the 
stetions hag the gIrongest neighbourhood support and therefore 
the best chance of a clandestine life. Nothing has been heard 
yet from the other stations, not even tentative peeps, and it^s 
aHU t*d ^arly to tell if enough spirit, determination and 
desire remain to carry the nMFement back into Its active 
reglstenco. 

But at the very least, there i« a taae now, a base of exper¬ 
ience, knowledgep ehored success and failure. Whether the 
free radios appear again soon or only after a tong lapse, they 
canti help but benefit from what they've already accomplished. 
And tbat« after all, is something. 

Kathleen McTlgue 
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The final sohilioii 


Ima^ne Brllalii itfith a population 
of about three million or one 
twentieth of today's number* 

America with ten mlUloiv Chtia 
and PuGflia with about ten mtlUon 
each, and the other InduatrtaL 
countries with a liKe proportion* 
Tma|;iTie that the producttve dapecity 
ol each nation was ae hleh as that 
of Japaiip that the natural peeoureea 
of minerals* oil and plant life were 
no leas* and that the techniques of 
population and genetic engineering 
were what are being proposed in the 
Western World of today. 

Imagine* further, that f actories* 
farms and mines were run by 
mechanical robots controlled from 
a distence by a handful of technicians; 
tliat the abun^nce of wealth had 
rendered money meaningless* that 
poverty and unemployment had 
vanished and that the wording day 
had dwindled to an hour^ that shops 
or 'free stores' were automatically 
re-stocKed as goods were withdrawn 
while the comp^iterised wishes of 
the consuirners constantly modified 
not only the amounts but the furictlons 
and design of the goodSp 

The techniques to make such 
wonders possible are already in use 
In the West and In J^pati* Diseases 
like tuberculosis* malaria and 
leprosy are retreating tsfore 
modern medicine. The fertility of 
every acre of land has been 
qidtdrupled within the last hundred 
years and in the industrial nations 
the poor rarely die of famine while 
the dark contlnente of illiteracy 
recede. 

Yet famine, homelessness and 
disease afflict millions as the 
explosion of populations outsteips 
advances in agriculture and medical 
care, Badgered by the media to 
believe that we simply must have 
more and bigger cars, more and 
bigger hospitals, central heating, 
jet travel* exotic holidays* second 
houjses and the daily flow and ebb of 
tens of millions to and from work, 
we in the West use more steel* wood, 
food and energy than the rest of the 
workf together* And because the rest 
of the world lacks the technology to 
produce all we crave for* we live 
In Constant fear and suspicion of 
one another and wrestle by fair means 
and foul to Control the Third World 
and Its [ffoducte. 

Unemployment rises* both because 
raw materials become more expensive 


and because automation reduces tee 
volume of manirnl labour required 
to txoduce a given quantity of goods, 
Pubbc spending on keeping the un- 
employed and their families alive* 
healthy and educated* is seen as a 
debilitating drain on what should be 
ever-increasing profits* like a 
p«rs*nwtth a Leaking roof, ill-fitting 
doors and windows and rising damp^ 
we spend more and more to keep 
ourselves warm and dry when we 
should be bulldlnga new house. 

Yes* If only our populations were 
smaller the world could live very 
welL Without the need te feed 
starving natlotis or to keep mtlhons 
In unemployed Idleness; with the 
silicon chip to replace tee working 
classes and therefqare to obviate 
tee need to tea ns port the m to work 
and l^ack, the wealth of oicr product¬ 
ive syateina could be put to raising 
the standard of life to a hitherto 
unimagtned level. 

Bow could tets be brought about T 
Quite simply and very quickly^ 

'Skea few dozen atom bombs; 
preisre enough deep shelters for 
the 'top* tenth of the population; 
fill them with tee scientists, 
technicians, administrators necess¬ 
ary to carry out your wishes* 
poUcemen to enforce them on the 
unwilling* doctors to keep you well 
and* of course, your precious 
selves, our beloved rulers to shape 
the future, T^ke food, water and 
light entertainments enough to ;ass 
the five or six months necessary to 
dissii^te tee poisonous radiation 
and lessen the stench of deaths Then 
emerge and build your Utopia* 


It would* of course* seem 
inhuman actolly to conspire with 
other world lea^rs to arrange 
such a state of affatrsr such 
conspiracy Is unnecessary* 

Continue to do exactly what you are 
doing now. Avoid serious attempts 
to limit armaments. Refrain from 
supplying teacters and fertlUsers 
to those who have fraditioniily 
insured against old age by high 
fertlltty. Keep the discussion of 
birth control a teboo activity. 

IVotect the 'freedom' of the 
media to foster frenetic suspicion 
of other races and cultures. Keep 
the education of the masses to the 
barest mint mum* and keep teem 
short of work and houses so that 
the constant TAgging anxiety erf 
how to provide for their families 
prevents them from enquiring 
too closely into your competence 
injeadlng them. 

Prate Constantly about democ¬ 
racy' and equate it with a const¬ 
ant querulous disagreement among 
your various political factions 
about unimportant differences In 
their dognias. Keep the people be¬ 
mused with economic technical¬ 
ities and Convince them by Inces¬ 
sant p'opnganda that the most 
Important thing their lt>^s are 
Match of the Day and the antics of 
royalty* 

Sooner or later-just be a little 
pa tie nt ^ a bunglitig fool or a 
panic-stricken leacfer will press 
the button, the four minute warn¬ 
ing will sound, you will descend 
into your shelters and^ hey prestol 
-Utopia Is on the way* 

Michael Duane 
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Review 


Attematives 


DeAr Frlends, 

I would Utte to Acrcr my voice to 
thatof Jeff fioblnflon (FREEDOM 
ATiATChist Review^ 15 March, VoL 
41^ No, 5), HlA contrlbntloii seems 
to me to be one of the moat 
refreahitig I have read in FREEDOM 
for some iirne, and one that I would 
endorse but for Its dtsappofntlngp 
though plans iblep. conclusioFi. 

In the fifteen years or so that I 
have followed FREEDOM and 
Anarchy I have often turned away In 
embarraaament when the journal 
uncritically endorsed first the 
iddolo^ of material accumulation 
and, later, the issue oriented 
consumption ridden ^altBTnfltives^ 

This Is not to say th^t the 
existence of FREEDOM as a platform 
for Ideas contributing to action has 
been useless. Far from It. The 
magazine itself continues to act as 
a beacon. 

But what has been disappointing 
has been the inabllLty to move from 
primary principles and experlenoes 
to second, third and fourth stegea of 
am lysis and innovation* This failure 
seems to have left individuals and 
groups alone to re-experience 
approaches - a needlasB use of 
energy which contributes to 
exasperation, Isolation, and defeat. 

Frustrated calls for new journals^ 
new movements* and new 
organisations have echoed through 
the last two decades wbllCp as Mr 
Robinson suggests, capitalist and 
socialist powers have far out¬ 
stripped the abilities of an 
independent Atiarchlst movement to 
monitor the IntermtiomUsation of 
capital and technologi^l formation, 
consumer IndoctriT&tlon, and the 
Integration of consuming classes 
based on neo-colonial production 
arrangements In 'underdeveloped^ 
regions, 

While individuals and groups have 
set out in search of personal 
salvatlont the ’living out* of 
alternatives* or adopted single 
issues the etructures of power have 
consolidated themselves to 
unErecedented degrees. 

I share with him his disgust with 
the rnany failures which abound. 
Having been through a number of 
^communaF situationa^ worked on a 
series of ^grass roots’ ]x-ofecte and 
watched as the 'alternatives’ devolved 
Into crass comniiercialism r have 


arrived at a conclusion close to hiSi 
Yet r have found the simplicity he 
yearns for In worlc throughout the 
*Thlrd World^ and In the 
industrialised regloEis remain 
hopefull for the futiire of workers^ 
co-operatives* 

In fact ^simplicity" Is the key 
concept In Mr Robinson’s statement. 
And it is here that I would like to pose 
a parallel conclusion to his. 

It is one thing to, rightly I suggest, 
conclude with Bakunin that, *the vast 
majcFTtty of people, whether rulers 
or ruled, reactionaries or rebels* 
male or female, black or white, 
young nr old, who grow up In or are 
In considerable contact with modern 
Industrial, bureaucratic, 
consumer IS t, sophisticated society 
become so warped and corrupted 
by It as to be past redemptions 
but It Is quite annther to dismiss 
the new 'revolutionary' class - 
the peoples of the ^Thlrd World* - 
as doomed to silent ^ ter mi nation 
under a ball of napalm Igmrantly 
sanctioned by the Industrialised 
masses« 

Whether it is in the rice 
paddles of South East Asia* the 
coal mines of South Africa, the 
"protected* villages of Zimbabwe, 
the jungles of West Africa or the 
burnt out plains of northern 
Mexico I have found that the 
people of the 'Third World' in 
their very simplicity have an 
acute grasp of the nature of the 
current world hegemoney and 
are willing te take the necessary 
steps to make their basic position, 
survival, felt* 

The defeat of the current hell¬ 
bent nnalatee operating in the 
'IndustrlaUsed’ world will come. 
Inexorably, through the various 
revolutiona In the *Thtrd World’, 

It has. In fact^ been happening 
for more than twenty years and 
the current "doom" piropheslsed 
by Mr* Robinson is to be ca-ueed 
as a direct result of the pressures 
built up In the *induBtrlalised" 
world by these revoliitions. 

l am convinced that truly 
internationalist Anarchist analyeia 
ol our present condition must 
begin with an alliance with these 
revolutionary etementa Inside the 
"Third World’, This cannot be 
uncriticaL I am not advocating 
yet another head-long rush towards 


flag-waving fantestes^ The 
revolutionary struggle'la itself 
fraught with internal contradic¬ 
tions bred from years colonial 
and neo-colonial indocIrltiHtion, 

But after all is said and done it 
Is a working alternative to the 
inference in Mr . Robinson *b 
conclusion that we have no alter¬ 
native but to sit back and wait to 
see who survives the ’next war’* 

Ti^ed* people will NOT face 
what la before them. The ’good 
times’ ape over. The question now 
now Is where serious Anarchists 
may forge realtetic alHances, 

"The representatives of the 
status-quo are sickened and 
divided, and dread looking into 
the eyes of their young; while 
the excluded begin to realize, 
having endured everything, that 
they car endure everything. 

They do not know the precise 
shape Qf the future, but they 
know that the future belongs to 
them* They realize this - 
paradoxically - by tise failure of 
the moral energy of t^ir 
oppressors and begfnt almost 
instinctively^ to forge a new 
morality, to create the principles 
on which a new world wlliiba 
built’',— James Baldwin. 

"The Third World does not 
mean to organize a great crusade 
of hunger against the whole of 
Europe, What it expects of 
these who for centuries have kept 
it in slavery is that they will 
help te rehabilitate inanklnd^ and 
make n^an victorious everywhere^ 
once and for all. But it Is clear 
that we are not so naive as to 
think that this will come about 
with the co-operation and the good 
will of the European governments* 
This huge task which consists of 
reintroducing mankind into the 
world, the whole of mankind, 
win be carried out with the In¬ 
dispensable help oi the European 
peoples* who themselves must 
realize that In the past they have 
often joined the ranks of our 
common masters where colonial 
questions were concerned* To 
achieve this, the European 
peoples must first decide to wake 
up and shake themselves^ use 
their brains, and atop playing the 
stupid game of the Sleeping Beauty 
Beauty'"*“^Franz Fanon 

Brian Murphy 
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Some Notes 


"The queetfon of ^imrchtsin la not the confern ol a single 
claBB, cntiBeciiiohtl^ also not of the labouring eJasa, bait 
It ts the concern of every InxlMcfual who values Ma 
personal liberty/^ 

John Henry ^lacKay 

'The Masters have never lacked For a Kind, sweaty Force 
to bring back the Ftj^tlvcfl^ They do not latK today* 

Call them what you wllF^ common menp masseB* 
proFfitariat, they are ilwayB the first in tho sightB of oEher 
conforming gum." 

Ffeul Berr - Jowney Not to End 

I 

The assumption is that bacauBs the worKer is 
exploited^ bccauae Ite la subject to the will oF hla bosses^ 
ha must 1^ reason of Fila cotdjtiun want to be ’'free’’ and 
ts thereFore more responsive to anarchist Ideag than 
members of other classes. 

In support of this assuniplfon p-oletarian myUilclsts 
assiduously eollale scraps of Information about the '^rect 
action of the worKera". They enthuse about the Kiris 
Con^muue and the revnlutlona In Miexlco^ Russia and 
Spain. They tell us about the blacH flag waving over 
faetoricB during the Korean War . They go Into raptures 
over the Berlin Uprising of 1953, the Hungarian Revolt 
of 1956^ the first days of Castro'S regime In Cutfl. the 
May Days In J^rlS In 196S. What they dp ngl detail are 
the far more tnimernus and persistent e^mples of those 
proletarians who Support the ruters who milk themp who 
provide the bulK of tJi£ peraonneL of the prisons, the police 
and the military services* who are "always the first in 
the sights of oti^r conforming guns**, who persecute the 
outsider and clamour for conformity. 

The proletarian mythiclsts can go as far tack into the 
past as they wIsFi to find cases of 'the creativity of the 
masses'^ WFiat they cannot do la show how this 
’'creativity’' has ever supplanted arc hist systems^ or has 
tbot carried within it the aoeds of new forms oF authority. 
Indeed, the overwhelming historical evidence supports 
the sombre conclusions of Eric Hoffer lev The True 
Believer tbiit what the ''masseswanted from "bucccbbFuI’' 
revolutions was a stronger master, and that only the 
idealists were diaappoinbad - when they were not shot. 

n 

t do not deny the extstonce of a class struggle. But 
there Is a fundanoental difference between the Fact of the 
class struggle and the Iheary of the class struggle. 

The fact is the undeniable esctsbence of a conflict of 
IntoreatB between employers and employees - whether 
State or '‘private’'. The awareness and extent of this 
conflict are pot so wldeBpread as the jweachera of "class 
war" would like tn bellevep but it Is there and has at 
times [i-oduced l;£ttier conditions For the employees. It 
is aa natural for the wage-earner to defend his Interesta 
as It la lor the wage-^^yer to defend his ^ and only a fool 
would deny it. 

The toeory, on the other hand. Is baaed on the 
uTvverlflabW Ixltel that this conflict of interests will or 
can lead to the abolition of exploitation and the establish¬ 
ment of a classless society. Whether the raJgonale is 


the h&rxlst concept of a lifstDrical dialectic impelling the 
class struggle to a flfal resoLutton of all confMct in 
com munis Dp or the Bakilnlnlst^Kropotkinlat faith in the 
"spontaneous^'revolutloietry creativity of the nasses, 
maksa Uttle difference to the basic notion that the clasa 
abrugglc Is the royal route to utopia. However ex^xessed 
the theory is a secularized version of the messtanlc 
belief In a ’'Kingdom of heaven" - add has about as much 
evidence In ita favour, 

Nb revolt ol the proletariat, or their historical 
predeceasorfi, baa ever ended their servility. Their 
alleged '^creativity'’and 'Heaire for freedom’'^ as ft class, 
is BO much popullat moonshine and is mostly the product 
oF guilt-ridden upper and middle claaa IntoHectuals who 

want to expiate their social si ns* Kropotkin, who Is a 
typical exam pie of auch^ repeats over and over ^in that 
a rear Chism la the "creation" of "the people", but he never 
explains the causal relation between the two. All he doea is 
give some seine ted historical incidents which interprets 
In ttits manner, and these are usually democraflcf not 
amrchlsL In d^racter. 

The investment of the exploited mnas with anarchist 
virtues^ the haranguing of tl»m In minute - circulabon 
pipers that they never read, is often merely an elaborate 
disguise for a moralism which lays down how they ought 
to tehave, aiKl throws a multi^oioursd clt^k over how they 
have behaved^ do behave^ and will behave - aave^ of couraci 
the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, Karl Marx or Michael 
Bakunin, aeparntely or together 

m 

Whatever hopes f have, however repugnant to me are the 
miser lea and hierarchlea T encounter^ I know that ruler a 
cannot exist without the collaboration of the ruled and ihat 
It is ridiculous to auppoae that archies are the products of 
governmcnlB alone. Without the servility of tl^ many^ the 
power elite would lose Its authority^ Since I do not depend 
upon the future realization of some Ideal Society For my 
anarchism, I have no need to look to mny claaa to vaUdato tny 
Ideas. Anarchism is not a clasa concernj but an Individual 
effort - the creation oF a conscious egoism. 

Those wtin cotislder tliat anarchism Is organlcaHy linked 
with the class struggle are captives of the soclatlst myth^ 
of which the proleterian myth Is an offSTrlng. Until they 
can cut the umbilical cord that binds thorn to socialism 
they will never be able to come into ihetr full power as 
self-owning individuals. Self sovereignty la the essence of 
anarchism^ collectivism is Its enemy. There just isnt any 
path to the lemonade springs and cigarette trees of the 
Rock Candy Mountains. 

S. E. T^rKer. 

PKggOgjWSQ 

0wS55S!5SSr 



Contributors may like to note FREEDOM^s publication 
deadli ne a: 

1- ne^ seetton -l,e, short arttctes^ tetter s,. noUcea etc. 
MonSiy i mmediately preceeding publlcatloti date 
2 review section - Ue, longartictes, Monday preeeedinn 
news section deadline. 
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FREEDOM mESS have just re|Flntti<J Malatesta’s ANARCHY, 
Berlmian'a ABC of Atiarchism, am) NlchehiB Walter's 
What IS AiftrcWstn? HOre are a Couple ol quotes te whet 
your appetites, 

/VfAmS eFMMUID 

The TTord Argreh^coracB from the Greek andf its Literal 
meaning 16 wfEhayt gOver nTneiit; the condiHoii of people who 
live wlffiout a conadtutecf authority^ wlthoiit governjrtent. 

Before apch an organiafttlon h34 isegyn to be conaiffered both 
pofiaLble and desirable by a whole school oL thlokerfl and accep¬ 
ted as the objective of a ^rty, which has now become one of 
the moot Impcrrtatil factors in the social atrug^lea of our tjmfip 
the word anarchy was uirtvcrsally used in the sense of dlBorder 
and cDiifusioni and It ts to this day used in that sense by the 
uninformed as well as by pollUcal opponents with an Intereat 
tn distorting the truth* 

We will not enter Into a [dillologlcal dlscuaslon, alrvce the 
question is ;^lloaoiiilcal and not phllologtcal. The common 
Interprelatlon ol the word recognises Its true and ctymologLc- 
al meaning; hut It Ifi a derivative of that meaning du* to Che 
prejudiced view that government was. a necessary organ of 
social Ele, and that conseqiJenUy a society without govern¬ 
ment would be at the mercy of dlaorderp and fluctuate between 
the unbridled arrogance ol some, and the blind vengeance of 
others* 

Tbe existence of this prejiidice and its Inlluence on the ^wb- 
llc's delinltlon of the Word "‘anarchy** is easily explained, 

Man, like all living beings, adapts and acciistoins hlmeell to 
the condttlQJifl under which he lives, and potsses on acquired 
habits. Thus, having been born and brad in bondage, when 
the descat^lanfts of a lang Hne of slaves started to think, they 
believed that slavery was An essential condition ol llfe^ and 
freedom seemed Impoasl’hlt to them- Similarly, worker b 
who for centuries were obliged^ and therefore accustomed, to 
depend tor work, that Is breads on the goodwill ol the ir^Bter, 
aTid to see their Uvea always at the mercy of the ownerfl of 
the iSTkJ ard of capital, ended tsy believing that il Is the maator 
who leads them, and Ingenuously ask one how It would be poss¬ 
ible to Uve if there were no masters. 

In the same way, someone whose legs had been bound from 
birth but tfid managed nevertheless to walk as beat he could* 
might attribute hta ability to move to those very bonds which 
In fact serve only to weaken and faralyse the mueculsr energy 
of his legs. 

If to the normal effects of habit is then added the kind ol edu¬ 
cation offered by the master* the priest, the teacher, etc., 
who have a vested interest In preaching that masters and the 
government are naceasary; If one were to add the judg^ and the 
policeman who are at pains to silence those who might think 
dtlterently and be tempted to ^opagate thalr Ideas, then it will 
not be difficult to understand how the prejudiced view of Ihe 
usefulnesB of, aral Ihe necessity tor, the master and tlie govern- 
jBcnt took root In the unsophisticated minds ol the labouring 
masses. 

Just imagine U the doctor were to expound to our fictional 
man with the bound tegs a theory, cleverly Illustrated with a 
thousand invented cases to ^ove that If his legs were treed he 
would be unable to walk and would not live, then that man 
wou^ feroclounly defend Ms bonds and constder as his enemy 
anyone who tried to remove them* 

So^ since it was thought that government was necessary and 
that without government there could only be disorder and con¬ 
fusion, It was [Chiral and logical that anarchy, which means 
alienee of government, shotild sound like alwenw of order* 

Nor is the jiienomenon without parallel In the history ol 
words. In times and In countries where the i^opte believed in 


the need for government by one man (mordrehy^ tl* word 
republic, which Is government by many* was In tact'i^d In 
the sense of disorder and confusion - and this meanltig Is still 
to be found in the popular tenfnflge of almost all countries. 

Change opinion, convince the public that government is not 
only unmeessary, but extremely harmlul, and then the word 
anarchy* just because it means absence of government* will 
come to mean for everybody: natural order, uMly of human 
needs and the interests of all, complete freedom within 

COmplefe solidarity,MA LA TESTA 


o/^ommTm 

, **Thts does not mean that anarchists reject organiiSatlon, 
though here is one of the strongest prejudices about anarchism. 
People can accept that anarchy may not mean just chaos or 
£jw^slon, and that anarchists wanl not disorder but order 
without government, but they are Bure that anarchy means 
order which arises spontaneously and that anarchists do not 
want organisation. This is the reverse of the truth. AnarchUte 
actually want much mors organisation, though organisation 
without authority- The ^ejudlce about anarchtsm derives 
Irom a prejudice about organlsatfon;^ people cannot aee that 
organisation does not depend on authority, that It actually 
work s best without authority. 

A momcntte thought will show that when compuisiem is re¬ 
placed by consent there will have to be more discussion and 
planning* not tefiSd. Everyone who is Involved in a decision 
will be able to lake part in making it, and noone will be able 
to leave the work to ^d officials or elected TerresentativeB. 
Without rules to observe or precedents to foltow^ every deci¬ 
sion will have to be made afresh. Wlihout rulers to obey or 
leaders to follow, everyone will be abte to make up his own 
mind. To keep all this going, the multiplicity and complexily 
of links between Individuate wUl be increased, not reduced. 
Such organisation may be untidy and inefficient* but itwtll 
be much closer to the needB and feelings ol the people con¬ 
cerned. If somethltig cannot be done without the old kind of 
organisation, without authority and compnlsiofti It probably 
Isn't worth doing and would be better left undone. 

— hTlCHOIAS WA LTETl 






DRIKTlIEntMIIEnS 


In^ltutionKlis&d majiifeste itseU in tils |]er$:^nti] 

Itv&B ot «v«ryarte^ and even In tha ivtt groups with worifsd 
out 'Linea' on wom&na' oppi^fiiskin, deaplte^ in many caBee^ 
genuine ^terut^ta by members to come ta terms with their 
own perGonai saxifin, women have olten ij&lt ai^nojted and 
Intimidated. For many women, pairtlclpatlon in left poLHics 
has thrown them into a competitive arena which has forced 
them either to acquire the skills to ancreed in making U^ir 
opinions tuard, or to resign themselves to pliying a 
secondary rolex Mot surprisingly, many eventually ^ave 
ielt-wiE 4 t politics, disillusioned and dis^uBtsd„ 

Even in Libertarian groups, with the emphasiB on non- 
hiernrchlai organisational stnichires, individuals who feel 
more confident in arilciilatlnE: their poiiticB in larjisa m^elings 
can dominater and invariably informal eliteS evolve which 
hinder genuine democraltc running of the group. Mens' 
sexual conditioning encourages the development, of the ability 
to assert themselves and confidence to eKpresa their opinions, 
even in a hostile atmosphere. Women arc conditioned to be 
quiet and passlvs^ to be ’’seen and not heard*', and are 
taught by experience that their opinions are not valued as 
highly as mensV Inevttabty the dominating element in mixed 
groups tends to be prsdon Inantly male, and for m any wfvnenr 
the confidence to express our critlciBms of the lack of 
democracy M the group is continually under.uined by that 
dominaiion we are attempting to changsp especially when our 
crlticiatis arc mat with eloquent Speeches of seif-Justtflcation 
in the most rousing feminist rhetoric+ 

Part of the difficulty facing wcinen in conibatUng this 
inhibiting factor in political action is our isolation; when 
women come togetlier to discuBs our individual feoUngB of 
IntlmkULtlon and oppression we discover that our problems 
are not personal, but political, problems shared by many 
other women. 

FurtheCi in arUculating the frustrations we share with 
other women in all ispecLs of our lives, our confidence in 
our own politics grows. 

Hou^ver, discussion amongst women about our oppression 
can often lead eo a pesstmistic nihilism, where the only 
possible optloiiE seem to be either to accomodate ourselves 
to the way things are, or to separata ourselveB from men 
completely. Both reactions are negative, neither capable of 
achieving what we should be aiming for - the abolition of 
Sexual oppression. If we arc to achieve this aim, then we 



have to accept the fact that it is up to us to something 
about it, and that involves colJactiw action^ It is vital that 
wc campaign over Issues like abortions and nurseries, and 
in initiating and playing fully participatory roles in such 
campaigns, we can increase Our own confidence In our 
ability to conduct elective action without men telling us what 
to ck) B;id providing the correct analysis. 

However, as Libertarian Soclali^, we are committed: to 
the fight against all oppression and we must ensure that we 
are not relegated to an auxiliary wing of this struggle, 
loavitig the Serious business' to be conducted ty men. It is 
up to us to also worh collectively^ as women, wUhia groups, 
to combat the mala domination which threatens the 
democracy of the group- We have an important rote to play 
in all aspects of politics and we must ensure that the fight 
against sexlSm is an Integral part of ibe fight against 
capitalism and all forms of domination^ even li that 
necessitates raising ihe consciousness of our male comrades- 

r'roin Libertarian Student. Spring Issue available 
(price lOp) from FHEEDCM bookshops 
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